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Hope in the West ... 
At a time when there is so much to discourage one across the denominations in 
Scotland, I want to highlight two particular encouragements that I have experienced 
in my travels over this past summer.   
Firstly, I want to mention a trip across to my native Stornoway towards the end of 
August, where I had been invited to preach at Martin’s Memorial Church of Scotland 
over their Communion Weekend.  That involved services on Thursday and Friday 
evening (plus after-meetings); a praise and prayer meeting on Saturday night; and 
morning and evening services on Sunday, plus yet another after-meeting.  (You’ll 
have gathered that they love their meetings and after-meetings in Stornoway!)  
What was so encouraging about the weekend was the fact that the services were so 
alive with the presence and power of God at work, that I’ve been keen to pass on the 
good news to all and sundry since returning.  At each of the meetings there was a 
tremendous hearing of God’s word, but particularly in the after-meetings there was 
an almost tangible sense of the presence of God among us and a real sense that he 
was ministering very specifically into individual hearts, bringing his healing through 
his word and by the power of his Spirit.   
That congregation is ‘alive’ in God, and spiritual life is flowing out of them into the 
local community and, from there, many broken people are finding their way into 
church – some for the very first time; others for the first time in decades – 
encountering Christ under the preaching of the gospel and in the fellowship of God’s 
people, and just coming alive in Christ.  And having experienced the reality of the 
living God in their lives, they are just crying out for more.  And the more Christ gives 
himself to them, the more desire and hunger for him and for the things of his 
kingdom they seem to have.  An example of the congregation’s spiritual growth is 
that their mid-week prayer meeting has grown in numbers from about eight to over 
one hundred in the past two years!  Of course, with many from broken and 
unchurched backgrounds being saved, there are lots of pastoral issues to deal with, 
and today’s church ‘pharisees’ may look on in disdain.  But welcome to the way it 
will increasingly be for living, mission-hearted churches in post-Christian Scotland!  It 
was wonderfully refreshing to be part of it all, even just for a few days, and it gives 
me hope for what we might yet see in every area and parish of our land. 

.... and in the East 
The other experience I want to share with you is from a teaching tour of Romania 
that I did with John Birnie of Northern Ireland on behalf of Slavic Gospel Association 
in June (http://sga.org.uk/resources/gallery/app/gallery/4/title/satu-mare-romania).  
For me the highlight of that tour was a small gathering in the 
very basic home of a recently converted gypsy man, Yosef, 
who lives in a gypsy village on the outskirts of one of the 
main towns in northern Romania.  Throughout my time in 
Romania I heard many wonderful stories of a spiritual 
movement amongst the gypsy communities that has been on- 
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-going since the 1980s (and that has, in fact, also impacted on the travelling peoples of Scotland 
too).  As one pastor’s wife said, having not long returned from a service of baptism for forty such 
new gypsy converts, ‘It is their time now!’  
The community I visited has just begun to experience the grace of God in the past couple of years.  
In that time, and apparently out of nowhere, nine souls have been saved, but many more gather 
in Yosef’s home Sunday by Sunday to hear the gospel that has so radically changed these gypsy 
lives.  We were there that day to preach and to share with them the Lord’s Supper.  As I preached 
on Zacchaeus (through an interpreter), and spoke of Jesus’ love for them in their lostness, the 
Spirit of God just came upon the whole gathering and we just wept together, broken in God’s 
presence.  Something similar happened as we partook of the Lord’s Supper, with the Romanian 
pastor officiating.  I did not understand a word of the Romanian that was being spoken but, as 
long as I live, I will remember the reality of the presence, power, grace and love of God we shared 
together that day, and of the unity of prayer and worship in the Spirit that we knew. 
God is alive!  God is at work in various parts of Europe today.  We live in days of great uncertainty, 
but also days of great opportunity.  Do we have a passionate longing to see the glory of God’s 
grace manifested afresh among us? 

 
HRH The Princess Royal appointed as first Chancellor of UHI 
The University of the Highlands and Islands, Scotland’s newest university, has 
appointed HRH The Princess Royal as its first Chancellor.  The Chancellor is the 
titular head of the University and The Princess Royal’s role will be both ceremonial 
and ambassadorial, participating in conferring degrees at graduations as well 

representing the University in the UK and overseas.  A date for the formal installation of the new 
Chancellor is expected to be set for 2012.  Picture: James Fraser, Principal and Vice-Chancellor with HRH The Princess Royal 

 
Fraser Jackson heading to Nigeria with Mission Africa 

After about ten years at HTC as IT Technician, Library Cataloguer and 
part-time UHI Systems Librarian, Fraser Jackson and his wife Dawn and 
children James (13) and Ruth (10) are making arrangements with 
Mission Africa to move to Nigeria.   
Fraser and Dawn have felt for some time that God is calling them away 
from Dingwall and HTC to serve him in Africa.  Fraser will take up the 
position of Librarian at the Theological College of Northern Nigeria 
whilst Dawn will work with ACTS, a publisher based in Jos, which produces Christian textbooks for 
the African people.  They will both, therefore, be continuing to help equip Church leaders and 
other Christians with a deeper understanding of their faith. 
They would value your prayers for the whole family in this exciting new stage in their lives.  They 
now face the challenge of gathering financial support and finalising arrangements but trust that 
God will provide for all their needs.   
To find out more about their plans please contact Fraser on thomasfraserjackson@gmail.com. 

 
Master of Theology Courses 

HTC is happy to now offer three strands of advanced theological study at taught Masters level: MTh 
Reformed Theology; MTh Pastoral Theology; and MTh Theological Studies.  Modules taught at this 
level include: The Study of Spirituality in its Christian Context; Counselling and Pastoral Care; 
Christian Communication in a Post-modern World; Reformed Theology and Pastoral Ministry; 
Scottish Covenant Theology; and Chaplaincy Ministry.  Applications are now being taken for 
students wishing to commence study in the 2012/13 academic session.  Please contact Dr Jason 
Maston jason.maston@htc.uhi.ac.uk, programme leader, for more details or visit the HTC website 
www.htc.uhi.ac.uk/course.htm.   
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Publications 
The first three books listed below are the published versions of PhD theses completed in recent 
years by HTC graduates. 
 

The Messiah, His Brothers, and the Nations (Matthew 1.1-17); An updated look at the 
function of biblical genealogies, and the relationship between Matthew 1 and 28 
By Jason B Hood 
ISBN 9780567432285, 208 pages, hardcover, Continuum International Publishing Group 
 

Moses, David and the High Kingship of Yahweh; A Canonical Study of Book IV of the 
Psalter  By Michael G McKelvey 
ISBN 978-1-61143-682-2, 382 pages, hardback, Gorgias Press (Gorgias 
Dissertations in Biblical Studies) 

 

The Marrow Controversy and Seceder Tradition: Atonement, Saving Faith, and the Gospel 
Offer in Scotland (1718–1799)  By William VanDoodewaard 

ISBN 978-1-60178-149-9, 336 pages, paperback, Reformation Heritage Books 
 

The People's Theologian: Writings in Honour of Donald Macleod 
By Iain D Campbell & Malcolm MacLean with chapter contributed by Martin Cameron 

ISBN 9781845505844, 320 pages, paperback, CFP Mentor series 

 
PhD Success 

Todd Smedley, Senior Associate Pastor, Fourth Presbyterian Church, Bethesda, Maryland USA, 
successfuly defended his PhD viva in October.  Todd’s research topic was ‘The Covenant Theology 
of Zacharias Ursinus’. 

 
Ordinations and Inductions 

Stuart Farmes (Access, 2007; BA, 2010) has accepted a call from Wick: Pultneytown & Thrumster 
Church of Scotland.  His ordination and induction took place in Wick on 3rd November.  Stuart 
completed his probationery training at Hilton Church of Scotland in Inverness. 
Kevin Gruer (BA, 2010) completed his probationery training in St Ninian's Church, Nairn, and has 
accepted a call to Turriff: St Ninian's and Forglen Church of Scotland, Aberdeenshire.  Kevin’s 
ordination and induction took place in Turriff on 18th November. 
Scott Paton (BA, 2009) has accepted a call to Harston Baptist Church near Cambridge.  His 
ordination took place in Sheddocksley Baptish Church on 13th August and his induction in Harston 
Baptist Church on 1st October. 
Alec Stewart (Access, 2006) from Kyle of Lochalsh was inducted as minister of the Free Church 
congregation of Maryburgh and Killearnan on 16th September.  

 
2011 Graduation and Awards Ceremony 

Certificate in Christian Theology 
This award is given to those who complete Access to Christian Theology in more than two years. 
Lewis Campbell does occasional voluntary work with a foundation in Romania that works with 
orphan children.  Since completing the Access course, Lewis has started on the BA programme. 
Dorothy Elliot has kept herself busy doing voluntary work since retiring.  She studied Access in 
order to enrich her own Christian life and to help with bible studies at her church. 
Jane Elliot also studied biblical Hebrew while doing the Access course.  She has now started the BA. 
Sarah Johnson studied most of Access by distance learning but came to HTC to complete a 
module on-campus along with the students who were attending the classes here. 



Access Certificate in Christian Theology 
This award is given to those who complete Access to Christian Theology within two years. 
Stephen Cassells came to faith about five years ago and since then has been heavily involved in 
youth work and has often preached at venues across the UK. 
Margaret Whyte Dravikula came to HTC with a variety of qualifications including a Bachelor of 
Teaching in Early Education and a Diploma in Ministries.  She spent many years abroad teaching at 
a Bible College in Fiji and the Solomon Islands. 
Birgit Frantz has been actively involved in mission and voluntary work all her Christian life and 
currently volunteers with Blythswood.  She studied Access on-campus and is now studying the BA. 
Dawn Jackson is the wife of Fraser Jackson, HTC’s IT technician and library cataloguer.  She is a 
graduate of Brasenose College, Oxford, and she studied Access as part of her preparation for the 
family moving to Africa to work in missions. 
Robert McInnes attends Inshes church where he helps with running youth activities and is heavily 
involved with the youth work ‘Roots’.  He studied Access on-campus and is now studying the BA. 
Kerry Millar is kept busy in various activities with her church in Fife including leading Sunday 
School.  She studied Access by distance learning and is now studying the BA. 
Megan Woodman plays bass guitar for the praise band and helps in the crèche at the Lighthouse 
Church in Forres where her dad, Chris, is the Pastor.  Megan loves working with young people and 
may go on to some form of youth ministry in the future. 

Certificate of Higher Education in Theological Studies 
This award is given to those who complete the first year of Theological Studies at HE level. 
Kim Watt works for the national charity Sense Scotland.  She completed the first year of the BA to 
become a Reader in the Church of Scotland.  In her spare time Kim plays in her church ceilidh 
band and sings with the Royal Scottish National Orchestra Chorus. 

Bachelor of Arts in Theological Studies 
This award is given to those who complete three years of Theological Studies at HE level. 
Murdo Campbell, from Point in Lewis, studied mainly by video-conferencing from Lews Castle 
College UHI, though he came across for occasional weeks to be with the student body in Dingwall.  
Earlier this summer he got married to Alison MacVicar.  Murdo is now studying for the ministry at 
the Free Church College in Edinburgh. 
James Haram, originally from South Africa, studied from home in the Central Belt as a distance 
learning student.  James is now studying with the Free Church (Continuing) Seminary. 
David Holdsworth works with special needs adults in L’arche Community in Inverness.  He is actively 
involved in various events ranging from street pastor work to running a prayer group at the YMCA. 
Elizabeth Inglis commuted to college daily from her home in Golspie.  Liz is a ray of sunshine and 
was a real encouragement to her fellow students in class.  She also kept the common room well 
stocked with chocolate! 
Annie Mackinnon is a local girl who was at school in Dingwall.  She is a volunteer first aider with 
the British Red Cross.  In the past she has helped with admin work for the college in a voluntary 
capacity.  Annie and her fiancé Mark Boag started the UHI Christian Union student society. 
John Marker used to be in the army.  He is married with three children.  Last December John was 
ordained and inducted as part-time minister of the Congregational Church in Avoch. 
Paul McFarland studied mainly by distance learning from his home in Northern Ireland.  He has 
been increasingly involved in ministry over the last few years in Northern Ireland and the Republic 
of Ireland. 
Mark Plumb studied by distance learning from his home in Cambridgeshire where he helps run 
the family dairy business.  His first visit to the college was when he came to graduate.  Mark and 
his fiancée got married two weeks after graduation. 



Bachelor of Arts with Distinction in Theological Studies 
This award is given to those who complete three years of Theological Studies with at HE level with 
an average of at least 70% in their final year modules.  
Margaret Whyte Dravikula is the only student to simultaneously study and complete the Access 
course and the BA.  During the summet, Margaret got married to her fiancé, Noa, a soldier in the 
British Army, during a recent trip to his home country of Fiji.  

Bachelor of Art with Honours in Theological Studies 
This award is given to those who complete four years of Theological Studies at HE level. 
Andrea Boyes is a great motivator and encourager of students and was involved in various 
student activities in the college.  She served as Student Rep on the college Board of Governors 
2010-11.  A Church of Scotland ministry candidate, Andrea is now doing her final placement as 
Probationer at Ness Bank Church in Inverness with Fiona Smith. 
Donald Morrison was a scientist before responding to the call to train for church work.  He 
studied by video-conferencing from Lews Castle College UHI and latterly from home, linking into 
live classes via ConferenceMe software.  Donald recently started work as a church planter with 
two Church of Scotland congregations in the Cumbernauld area. 
Patricia Robertson spent a number of years working with Romany communities in Romania, 
through Food for the Hungry International.  During that time she studied at a distance with HTC 
completing the Access Course.  Since returning to the UK she was able to progress with her BA 
studies as a full-time student.  She is involved with the Street Pastors in Inverness city centre. 
Eilidh Wilkinson is a highly talented musician and frequently played at college worship services.  
She also helped out at reception, even through her Honours year!  Last summer she took part on 
her church mission trip to Malawi.  Eilidh is now involved with ANS UK, a division of Friendship 
International Ministries, where she combines music and ministry. 

MTh Reformed Theology 
Graham Atkinson is minister of Sandyhills Parish Church in Glasgow.  He is a keen Partick Thistle 
fan and the family enjoy spending time in Speyside. 
Marcos Florit is minister of Lochcarron Free Church.  Originally from Barcelona, he was at one 
time head teacher of Colegio San Andres in Lima. 
Scott McRoberts is a Church of Scotland ministry candidate who is currently based at East Church, 
Inverness supervised by Rev Andrew McGowan.  Scott previously worked with Scripture Union. 
Alan Pettit lives in Inverness but has family roots in Ardnamurchan.  He served as a lay missionary 
with the Free Church in Perthshire and has spent some time as a missionary in Africa. 
Stephen Sutherland is from Portrush, Northern Ireland.  He has just taken up a post as Assistant 
Minister in a PCA church in Savannah, Georgia, USA. 
Troy Sutherland lives in Louisville, Kentucky, USA.  Troy made regular visits across from the USA to 
attend modules in Dingwall. 

PhD 
Jonathan Mackenzie graduated from HTC in 2004 with a first-class honours BA and now has a PhD 
from HTC too.  (He is the second student to gain both his BA and PhD from HTC, the first being 
Robert Shillaker who is now a tutor in Systematic Theology at the College).  Jonathan is currently 
working as Pastoral Assistant at Culloden Baptist Church and will complete a year at the Scottish  
Baptist College to gain accreditation by the Baptist Union of Scotland as a Baptist Minister. 
Mike Rasmussen teaches Old Testament and Practical Theology at Redeemer Theological 
Seminary, Dallas, USA.  He is a PCA pastor and has planted two churches, one in North Carolina, 
and the other in Atlanta, Georgia. 
David Wenkel is from Chicago, USA.  He has recently taken up a post in Liberty University, 
Lynchburg, Virginia and also has just got engaged to Kara. 



Doctor of Ministry 
Scott Kirkland recently returned to Scotland from the Bahamas, where he was minister of Lucaya 
Presbyterian Church, Freeport.  He is now minister of Maxwell Mearns Castle Parish Church, Glasgow. 
Scott Middleton is an American who began his DMin studies with HTC when he served as pastor of the 
Church of Christ in Buckie.  He has since returned to the USA to take up a ministerial position there. 
Bill Parker is from County Antrim.  He studied Economics before training as a minister.  Bill is 
Pastor of First Antrim Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 

Additional Awards 
Annie MacKinnon is a local Dingwall girl.  She suffered long periods of ill health during her time at 
school so was unsure about the idea of continuing in education until she heard about the Access 
Course at HTC.  She was excited enough about it to give it at go and after successfully completing 
it she decided to proceed to the BA, graduating this year.  During her time at HTC she faced many 
challenges yet she managed to cope well academically.  She has also been a great friend to 
everyone and has been fully involved in the community life of the College.  She is a very worthy 
winner of the Endeavour Award. 
Jonathan Mackenzie completed both his BA and PhD with us here at HTC and has had many 
challenges to face during the time of his PhD, including the illness of his young son.  Jonathan has 
been very involved in our committee structures and in the life of the College for a number of 
years.  Jonathan was awarded the UHI prize of HTC Student of the Year. 
 

Since 1998, in addition to having Theology students, HTC has also hosted students on a number 
of other UHI programmes, among them Scottish History & Scottish Cultural Studies.  These 
students normally receive lectures by video-conference from another UHI college.  Some 
students have chosen to take occasional theology modules too.  The 2011 graduation was the 
first at which a student from another UHI programme chose to graduate at the HTC graduation.  
We hope this will be the first of many! 

Bachelor of Arts in Scottish History 
This award is given to those who complete three years of Scottish History at HE level. 
Laura Howarth is the first non-theology student to graduate at the HTC awards ceremony.  She 
enjoys working with children and is a former Girl Guide leader.  She hopes to combine working 
with children and history in her future career. 
 

 



Bankers Order 
You can use this form to make donations to HTC by Standing Order.  Please return the completed 
form to Highland Theological College UHI ~ High Street ~ Dingwall ~ Ross-shire ~ IV15  9HA 

Bank/Building Society   

Name of Branch   

Address   

  Postcode   
Pay: Unity Trust Bank (Sort Code 08-60-01) for the credit of:Highland Theological Trust Account 20229489 

I wish to make a regular gift of £ ________________ monthly / quarterly / annually (delete as appropriate) 

starting on ____________________________ (date) and continuing until I give notice in writing.  
The instruction supersedes any existing Standing Order in favour of Highland Theological College.  

Name of Account Holder(s)   

Sort Code       
 

Account Number         
 

Donor’s Name   

Address   

  Postcode   

Signature   Date   
 
 

Gift Aid 
You can use this form to increase the value of your gift to HTC by about a third.  Please return the 
completed form to Highland Theological College UHI ~ High Street ~ Dingwall ~ Ross-shire ~ IV15  9HA. 
I declare that I wish all my donations to Highland Theological College (unless I specify in writing) to be 
treated as Gift Aid donations.  This applies to all donations made by me from April 2001 until I give 
notice in writing. 
Donor’s Name   

Address   

  Postcode   

Signature   Date   
 

Notes:  You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that HTC reclaims 
on your donations in the tax year (currently 25p for every £1 you give). 

 You can cancel this declaration any time by notifying HTC. 
 Please notify HTC if you change your name or address. 
 If your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and 

capital gains equal to the tax that HTC reclaims, you can cancel your declaration. 
 If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment Tax Return. 
 If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid Tax Relief ask the Finance Officer at HTC, or 

ask your local tax office for Leaflet IR65. 
 
 

Supporters in the USA 
Friends of Highland Theological College, Inc.  is a 501(c)3 public charity organised in 2007 solely to 
receive donations from US taxpayers and distribute their funds to HTC in Scotland.  Since FHTC 
handles all the record-keeping and oversight requirements imposed by the IRS on donations to 
foreign charities, they are also able to offer a tax-deduction to any individual who would like to 
donate to HTC.  If you would care to become a ‘Friend of HTC’ by making a donation, please make 
the check payable to: ‘Friends of Highland Theological College, Inc.’ and send it to:  

Friends of HTC Inc., P.O. Box 19614, Atlanta, GA 30325  
In return, you will receive a letter-receipt confirming your donation.   



Dates for your Diaries 
Semester 2 commences: Monday 30th January. 
Evening Classes: January to March.  Contact us for more details. 
BA & Access Students Conference Day & Visitors Open Day: Saturday 17th March, HTC.  The 
programme for the day usually includes worship, plenary paper, tutorials, tour of the campus, 
time in the library and time to meet and share with other students.  All welcome. 
Hear from our Students and Graduates: Friday 23rd March, Inshes Church, Inverness. 

 
Online Shopping 

Since we introduced you to the Easyfundraising online shopping system at the end of 2007 you’ve 
helped us raise over £1000 for the College.  Thank you!  Easyfundraising takes seconds to set up 

and costs nothing to you or us.  If you’re not 
already supporting us this way, please go to 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/highlandcoll to 
register now. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Justtextgiving 

An easy way to donate nowadays is by using your mobile phone.  With the help 
of ‘Justtextgiving’ we’ve set up a way that you can do this to support HTC.  Simply 
send a text message to 70070 including our code HTCT22 and a monetary 
amount.  You can donate £1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10.  After you’ve sent the text, 
you’ll receive a confirmation text back containing details on how to add Gift Aid, 
meaning that HTC could benefit from an extra 25%. 
This service is free for HTC and anyone on any mobile network can use it to 
donate to the College.  Your donation will be deducted from your mobile phone 

credit, or added to your monthly phone bill.  You won’t be 
charged for the text message either. 

 
 If your mailing details are incorrect please let us know. 
 It is cheaper to send communications by email.  If you are happy to receive communications by 

email instead of by post please let us know. 
 If you know of anyone else who would like to be kept informed of HTC’s work please encourage 

them to send us their details so that we can mail or email them too. 

 
Contact Details 

 

Highland Theological College UHI 
High Street, Dingwall, Ross-shire 
Scotland  IV15 9HA 
 

+44 (0) 1349-780000 
htc@htc.uhi.ac.uk      www.htc.uhi.ac.uk 
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